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Dear Hr. Harris* 




?«liruar7 - 8 > i 8?0 


Thank you for your inquiry of February 13 concerning 
the hsmum right* situation in Argentina, and in particular 
the disappearance of Jaws in that country. 


K* resale deeply concerned over violations of 
basic hosan right* in Argentina, ghila the level 
of violatioos diminished laat year, serious problems 
still remain. 


"he most fully do cume nted compilation of disappearances 
contains the names of 6 ,500 persona whose whereabouts 
arc unknown. Disappearances continue, although the 
rate of disappearancea has fallen off fros several 
thousand in 1976 to approximately 40 for danuary-Roveaber 
1979. There are still reports of torture being used 
during the interrogation process. The right of option 
program, allowing prisoners to leave Argentina for 
other countries, has been slowed by Argentine bureaucratic 
procedures. Seise improvements have been noted, however. 

If. judicial autonomy and prison conditions, and the 
number of political prisoners held under atate-of- 
siege provision has teen reduced from 3,500 in 1978 
to approximately J ,305 as of December 1079. The 1979 
human rights report, submitted to the Congress in 
January, contains a full and balanced account of the 
human rights situation. 

As a result of Argentina’s hussr rights record. 

! t has been United States policy to oppose loans to 
Argentina in the multilateral banks which do not satisfy 
basic h'jra.h needs criteria. "he tennedy-TTusiphrey 
Arend'ent to the Foreign .Assistance Act proscribes 
our supplier role for equipment and training tc the 
Argentine .Armed Forces. Further actions toward Argentina 
wiil he consistent with t-.is policy and legislation 
until there is a return to respect for rumen rights 
end the rule of law. 

lore of the victims of these huran rights violations 
have been Jewish art vs h've d i scutes * with Argentine 
officials reports cf ant ' .•nit ism ;n that country. 



bouse 


Harris, 

of Representatives. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Am Secretary Torn was i* Umtlaa i* Mmtei 
1977 tha fNitlea was diaceaaod. Oar Mbunter in 
Bawat tin* raatiam to (tout ts tto tofmtlat 
Cmr amt ear camera over these report*, m toll 
aa the eaae* of individual dee*. Off leiala it tie 
UtMtlM See* resent have resp onded ttot tUy are 
straaa oealy o p po s e d to anti -seal tlaa, that It io certainly 
Mt UfMtiM Omnmut policy, nd that apaeif i* 
l(fi*l«tiee lea been passed which sake* inciting racial 
hatred or violence a poaiahable offoaae. 

The On i tad State* Government resale* deeply c onc erned 
a boot the qeeatioa of religiose fraedos for all rellylasa 
groepe la Aryan tina, aad ae *111 continue to oaproaa 
thia concern to all appropriate level* of the Sowrosoot 
of IrfMtiM. As reqoastad, enclosed please find 
a copy of the Argentina Hasan Rights Report for 1979. 

Sincerely, 




J. Brian Atwood 
Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
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